ARE MIRAGLES
POSSIBLE?




Obijective: To understand how miracles are possible and distinguish
miracles from other rare events.

What do we have so far?

Characteristics of Truth / God:

e Truth / God is unchanging.
Our emotions do not change truth / God.
Everyone can know truth / God.
People can deny truth / God, but it still exists.
Truth / God can not be invented.

These are all characteristics that describe the God of the Bible. These are all
characteristics of God (He is the standard of Truth).

God’s Character Revealed

The Cosmological Argument:
¢ Immaterial, fimeless, and space less
e Extremely powerful (He created something from nothing)
e Personal (only persons can choose to create)

The Teleological Argument:
e Is extreme intelligent
e Sustains creation and has purpose

The Moral Argument:
e |s absolutely morally perfect
e Is personal (you can sin against Him)

This is the God of biblical Christianity (without reference to the Bible).




Who Made The Cut?

What could be true: What is eliminated:

o e Hinduism (pantheistic and polytheistic)
Buddhism (pantheistic and polytheistic)
New age (pantheistic)

Secular humanism (atheistic)
Mormonism (Polytheistic)
Taoism (pantheistic)
Confucianism (atheistic)
Shinto (polytheistic)

Today’s Question - Are miracles possible?

In fact miracles are not only possible, they are factual and we already have
proof for the greatest miracle of all.
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1 Miracles Are God’s Seal

Kings used to have seals to indicate authenticity of a message.

The seal had two things:
e Only the king could have the seal.
e The seal had be unique to the King (hard to forge).

Where Did Miracles Happen The Most?

They happened most during the time of:
Moses

Elfjah

Elisha

Jesus

Apostles

There are around 250 miracles in the Bible. Lets say they all happened between
Abraham and Jesus (approximately 2,000 years).

That's still only one miracle every eight years.

We only have 2 Options:

If the universe had a beginning we have two options:
e No one created something from nothing.
e Someone created something from nothing.

Which is most reasonable?
We need a miracle worker. Things do not pop into existence out of nothing. If
they did, why don’t other things do that?




2.

There different types of unusual events:
e Anomalies

Mira

Magic
Psychosomatic
Satanic signs
Divine providence

cles

Description
Power:

: Freaks of

Traits:

event with pattern

Example:

Description:

Power:

Traits:

and man controlled

Example:

in the hat

Description:

Power:

over matter

Traits:

Example:
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Description: power

Power:

Traits: Evil, falsehood,

Example: and the plagues. Only God can create life. The plagues

were attacks on the Egyptian gods.

Description: events
Power:
Traits: explained; context
Example: at Normandy during WW2
o
Description: act
Power:
Traits: ; immediate; brings glory to God

Example: Raising the




We know that a God exists.

We know a lot of character traits that God possess.

We see those traits revealed in .

It seems that some of these elements would be displayed by
some of His acts (miracles).

NS

Cosmological:
powerful beginning of an act. Means this event can not be

explained by nature.

Teleological:
and purpose. The has to be done with an obvious purpose,
to confirm truth or a messenger/message, or to bring glory to God.

Moral:
or right behavior. The sign can not promote error or immorality
because this goes against God’s nature. He is the standard of good and truth.

4.

What is the greatest miracle?
e Noah

Jonah

The virgin birth

The resurrection

All of Jesus’ miracles

The fact that God everything out of nothing.

All other miracles are for a God who created everything out of nothing.
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If the first verse of the Bible is true (Genesis 1:1),
here is our train of thought:

1. If the first verse is true then the others are at least

2. If God the universe out of nothing...
3. He can do and create what ever He wants that is not
impossible.

5.

God can not:
e Create impossible things
» Square circle
One ended stick
Married bachelor
» God can not lie
e Miracles can not logic

66

But if we admit God, must we admit miracle?
Indeed, you have no security against it. That is
the bargin.

M

M

C.S. Lewis

We know God because of the cosmological, teleological, and moral
arguemnts. These three arguments give us proof for the greatest
of all.

If exists, must be possible.
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David Hume
David Hume has the best argument against miracles. It is sfill used in colleges
to this day.

Hume’s Argument

Here is his train of thought:

1. Natural law is by definition a description of a occurrence.

2. A miracleis by definfiona___ occurrence.

3. The for the regular is always greater than the evidence
for the rare.

4. A wise man always bases his beliefs on the evidence.

5. Therefore a wise man should never believe in

Example: Instant replay in a football game.

We have the instant replay (common).

The refs only have one opportunity to see it live (rare).

What works for a recorded game does not work in creation.

The Problem with Hume’s Argument
The evidence for the is NOT always greater than the evidence for
the

Example: Hole in one in golf (rare)

A hole in one is a rare event.

It is much more common to not get a hole in one (common).

We have multiple witnesses and videotape of hole in one’s taking
place.

We never say “don’t believe in a hole in one,” since the evidence
for the common is always greater than the rare.

Hume confuses with evidence.
He confuses believability with .
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®

What Hume Cannot Believe
Hume concludes that we should not believe in things that are one time
events. Therefore according to his logic, he should not believe in:

e The big bang

e The origin of life

e Macro evolution

e His own birth

Hume’s Thinking

For Hume to be right, every spiritual experience, from the beginning of mankind,
must be false. This is possible, but not likely. He confuses
with possibility. Hume says that if you watched Jesus rise from the dead you
should not believe it.

Because Jesus rising from the dead is a rare event, even if you
Jesus rise from the dead, according to Hume, the evidence for the common is
greater than the evidence for the rare.

There is something wrong with an argument that tells you to disbelieve what
you have to be true.

Hume correctly defines a miracle as a event, but then punishes it for
being a rare event (claims we should not believe in rare events). He basically
says if miracles happened more often, then we should believe them. This is
philosophy.

CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS 43




66

It is not the methods and institutions of science
somehow compel us to accept a material
explanation of the phenomenal world, but,

on the contrary, that we are forced by our “a
priori” adherence for material causes... for we
can not allow a Divine foot in the door.

Richard Lewontin

It Makes Them Uncomfortable

66

People almost invariably arrive at their beliefs
not on the basis of truth, but on the basis of
what they find attractive.

Blaise Pascal
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Romans 1:18 NKJV

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness.

2 Timothy 4:3 NIV

For the time will come when people will not put up with sound
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather
around them a great number of teachers to say what their
itching ears want to hear.

Is the New Testament reliable?
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